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LC improves schools

Our opinion...
A look back...

At the last accreditation visit to Lawrence County 
schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) reported that schools in Lawrence 
County were excellent.  The SACS report also stated 
the biggest problem facing Lawrence County schools 
was the perception that the schools were not good. 
The report stated that even some teachers in the sys-
tem held this opinion.

Our reporters are in and out of Lawrence County 
schools on a weekly basis. We see how the schools 
function when we report on school activities and 
sports teams. We think the schools are good. That 
does not mean there is no room for improvement. 
Things can always be better.  We think Superintendent 
of Education Heath Grimes, his staff and the members 
of the Board of Education are to be commended for 
their efforts to make sure Lawrence County students 
have the opportunity to get an excellent high school 
education.

The system got statewide praise for implementing 
the Agricultural Initiative diploma track. The leaders 
forged a partnership with local agricultural leaders 
and state universities to develop the standards for the 
Agricultural Initiative. But the effort does not begin 
with high school. Teachers from elementary schools 
up are developing ways to bring agriculture into class-
rooms.

Lawrence County Schools are now pushing forward 
with Advanced Placement classes for high school 
students. Students who successfully pass AP classes 
get college credit for the classes and that gives our 
students a step up the educational ladder when they 
arrive at post secondary schools.

The school system is embracing new technology 
that students are already using to improve the class-
room experience. Our school system is making a val-
iant effort to provide the best education it can with the 
resources at hand. Making these changes is not easy. 
Not every parent agrees with the changes. But we 
think the school system’s administration and teachers 
are to be commended for their continued effort.

100 Years Ago
June 4, 1913

L.A. Stewart lost a pair 
of gold-rimmed spectacles 
between Moulton and De-
catur. Bring them in and be 
rewarded. 

Charles Drane, son-in-
law of Mr. Latham, was 
killed Thursday in a street 
car wreck at Birmingham. 
Mr. Latham went down 
Sunday to see about the 
comfort and happiness of 
his daughter.

W.T. Farley, raised in 
Moulton and living no fur-
ther away than Tuscumbia, 
paid his fi rst visit in 25 
years.

W.O. Watson was in 
town Monday with a fi ne 
load of peaches which 
he readily disposed of at 
$1.00 per bushel. As usual 
he did not forget us and left 
us with enough for a good 
pie which we found to be 
good and palatable. 

Mrs. John W. Kumpe 
and daughter of Leighton 
came up Saturday to be 
present at the Methodist 
Memorial meeting.

Tom Hefl in, of this 
state, made a great speech 
at the Reunion of the Blue 
and Gray at Gettysburg. It 
is highly spoken of all over 
the country, and it is the 
fi rst time a southern man 
has ever been called to per-
form that duty.

Four old Confederate 
soldiers were carried home 
from the Reunion in Chat-

tanooga in coffi ns.
Our aspiring young 

friend Robert Almon has 
returned from the State 
University where he has 
been taking a law course 
but he is not ready to be 
admitted as a barrister.

B.J. Armstrong of Texas 
came home with Nat Al-
mon from the Reunion and 
spent a few days here with 
relatives, whom he had not 
met in years. He was a gal-
lant Confederate soldier 
and all such  have a warm 
place in our heart.

50 Years Ago
June 6, 1963

A front page photo 
showed Fred Gillespie, 
Commander of American 
Legion Post 25, Moulton, 
placing a red, white and 
blue wreath at the monu-
ment to veterans on the 
courthouse lawn in Moult-
on on Memorial Day.

Silas Cross, superinten-
dent of Lawrence County 
Schools, along with Oliver 
McKay, Leldon Kelsoe, 
Travis Jeffreys and Wil-
lard Smith, will attend the 
annual Alabama School 
Transportation Conference 
the week of June 17 at the 
University of Alabama.

Three Lawrence Coun-
ty high school boys are at-
tending the 1963 American 
Legion Boys State June 2-
7 at Huntingdon College 
in Montgomery. They are 
Wayne Parker and Antho-

ny Turner, seniors at Law-
rence County High, and 
O’Neal Wimberly of Mt. 
Hope High.

Newly elected offi cers 
for the Speake PT-A are: 
president, Mrs. Harold 
Speake; vice-president, 
Mrs. John Wiley; secre-
tary, Mrs. Marie Freeman; 
and treasurer, Mrs. Lyle 
Johnson.

A photo showed Teresa 
Taylor of Wolf Springs, 
Mrs. Christine Richardson, 
local Moulton fi fth grade 
teacher and Richard Wiley 
of Danville preparing to 
attend the Rural Resource 
Development Conference 
at Fontana Village. Taylor 
and Wiley were chosen for 
their 4-H work.

PFC Leon Posey, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Posey, 
Moulton 2, is serving with 
the U.S. Army in Oki-
nawah. He is a graduate 
of Lawrence County High 
School.

A grocery store in 
Moulton advertised fresh, 
lean ground beef for 39 
cents lb; and sirloin steak 
for 89 cents lb.

20 Years Ago
June 3, 1993

A photo showed John 
LouAllen, a 10-year-old 
Moulton Middle School 
student, showing off a 
string of 15 catfi sh, in-
cluding one weighing 5 
lbs., that  he and his father 
caught at a local pond. 

He is the son of Ricky 
and Rhonda LouAllen of 
Moulton.

Mt. Hope High School’s 
FFA small engine team re-
ceived a silver award dur-
ing the recent North Ala-
bama District eliminations. 
Team members are Jason 
Brewer, Brian Watson and 
Ashley Alexander.

The Mt. Hope High 
School land judging team 
won fi rst place in district 
FFA competition advanc-
ing to state. Team mem-
bers are Jackie Richard, 
Bryan Coan, Adam Dan-
iel, Jason Frost and Allen 
Britnell.

Kim Latham, a sopho-
more at Hatton High, was 
named the Class 2A MVP 
at the state tournament. 
She complied a 552 bat-
ting average this year.

Latrica Birgan of Hill-
sboro has been awarded 
a one-year tuition schol-
arship to Alabama A&M 
University by the Law-
rence County Alabama  
A&M Alumni Chapter. 
She is the daughter of Lau-
ra McAfee and she plans 
to major in mathematics.

Lawrence Medical 
Center held a luncheon 
recently for its adult vol-
unteers. Attending the 
lunch were Kim Wilbanks, 
Sheila Simms, Thelma 
Closon, Bea Rylant, Terry 
Shankle, Sue Armor, Irene 
LaBaron, Opal McGregor 
and Robin Terry.

From our archives... ”Only Yesterday”

Other views...

Since Jan. 28 of this year, I have 
gone through four in-patient hospital 
stays totaling more than 12 days, 
around six weeks of home health 
care and IV treatment, and some-
where close to 15 out-patient tests 
and procedures. I literally have lost 
count of those. 

The details of why I’ve had to do 
all that are tedious, so I’ll spare you 
those, but I’m still dealing with the 
situation, and in fact as I type this, I 
have another surgical consultation in 
the next 24 hours. 

Two of my four in-patient stays 
have been right here in Moulton at 
Lawrence Medical Center. 

Now, let me confess to some-
thing. I grew up in Lawrence 
County, and I’ve been guilty of the 
same thinking many in our area have 
about our local hospital — fi ne for 
small things, but for anything seri-
ous, you have to go elsewhere. 

And that’s probably true if you 
need brain surgery or something not 
offered here, and the local doctors 

will transfer you accordingly. 
But I’ll tell you this. I received 

care just as good — if not better 
— at LMC than I did at the big-
ger Huntsville facility with more 
resources I stayed in the other two 
times. 

And I can say 
this with absolute 
conviction — in 
mid-March, on a 
day when I felt so 
sick I would’ve 
had to feel better 
just to die, my Huntsville surgeon 
told me he would call me in an oral 
antibiotic and see me later. My local 
doctor and friend, Robert Hall, said, 
“No way.” 

He put me in the hospital in 
Moulton for a week, developed a 
treatment plan, and based on what 
we found through several tests that 
week, it’s no understatement to say 
he saved my life. 

Dr. Hall and I have been friends 
for years, but he embodies why I 

once aspired to be a family doc-
tor. He listens. He sees the bigger 
picture. And most of all, he cares. 
Some of the other doctors I’ve dealt 
with this spring seem to only care 
about how much they can bill your 
insurance. 

During both stays at LMC, I have 
received excellent nursing care. My 
medicine was always right on time, 
the entire staff went out of its way to 
be helpful, and many of the nurses 
and staff members commented on 
the fact they knew me or knew what 
I did for a living. They all remem-
bered me from my previous stay and 
wanted to know how things were 
going. Things like that give the hos-
pital a real family atmosphere. 

I want to thank all my nurses, 
nursing assistants, other staff mem-
bers and Dr. Hall for the care they 
gave me. It will always be appreci-
ated. 

But I hope they will forgive me 
for not wanting to come back any-
time soon.

Getting good care right here at home

Know your elected offi cials...
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The Moulton Advertiser is asking readers to send in old photos 
to appear in this spot. Photos may be dropped off at Advertiser 
offi ce at 659 Main St., Moulton, mailed to The Moulton Advertiser, 
P. O. Box 517, Moulton AL 35650 or e-mailed to ginger@moultonad-
vertiser.com.

The George Gaden Holland Family around 1902.  
Bottom row: L to R: Dovie 1894-1983, Lee; George 
Gaden Holland, 1849-1928, (son of Rezin Pinkney 
Holland and Nancy Halley, and grandson of Thomas 
Holland and Charity McCrary Holland of Lawrence 
County; wife, Penelope Elizabeth Maner Holland. Top 
row L to R: Anner, Thomas Jefferson, Leanor and El-
len. 

Photo courtesy of the Lawrence County Archives. 
Contributed by Lou Nell Davis

Letters to the Editor are limited to approximately
300 words. We encourage our readers to voice their
opinions in the form of letters. A dialogue of differ-
ing opinions is what makes a democracy strong.
Only one letter per individual will be printed in a
30 day span. All letters will be subject to editing.
No letters will be published that are deemed to be
a threat. No letter containing vulgar language or 
curse words will be published.

Letters to the editor may be sent by mail to P. O. 
Box 517, Moulton, AL 35650; e-mailed to editor@
moultonadvertiser.com; or dropped by our offi ce at 
659 Main Street, Moulton, AL 35650.
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