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Are these problems
Causing you discomfort...

Dizziness • Hearing Problems
Chronic Ear Infections

Sinus Headaches • Swimmers Ear
• Facial Pressure

Snoring • Mouth-breathing
Tonsillitis • Hoarseness
• Hives •Asthma • Rash

Intestinal Problems • Hay Fever

~Se Habla Espanol~~

The Morissette Clin-
ic has been serving 
Franklin County for 
the past 25 years and 
many more to come. 
You will fi nd state of 

the art Lab Facilities and Diagnos-
tic Tools to pinpoint your treatment 
options which will improve your day 
to day well being.

The Doctor of Ears,
Noses, and Throats

816 Franklin St. N.E., Russellville

Call today for an appointment 256-332-7137
Participate with most all insurance companies

Yves Morisette, M.D.

Tel. 256-974-7764 or 256-974-6900
(Fax 256-974-3200)

•Home Appliances 
•Electronics
•Hardware 
•Lawn & Garden 
•Tools

Authorized Retail Dealer Store

MOULTON

Rual & Margaret Givens - Owners

13447 Hwy. 157, Moulton, AL

MOULTON GLASS
974-0928

11110 AL HWY. 157, MOULTON 

Owners: Phillip & Deirdre Daniel

Hours: Monday-Friday 8–5Hours: Monday-Friday 8–5 
SATURDAYSATURDAY AAPPOINTMENTPPOINTMENT OONLY

“Commercial & Residential”
~FREE ESTIMATES~

WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL TYPES OF

AUTO GLASS
*Insurance Claims Welcome!

Mt. Hope
Continued from page D3

of the soldiers bogged down 
on the road just above Mt. 
Hope.

They camped close to the 
Templeton Plantation and the 
Presbyterian Church, which 
was about two miles west 
of where it sits today. The 
foot soldiers began to scour 
the countryside for mules to 
steal. Not only did they steal 
the mules they proceeded to 
kill the other farm animals 
and burn the barns.

The able bodied men were 
off fi ghting the war so the 
whole community was wiped 
out. Stories are told that there 
was not enough corn seed or 

other seeds to plant a crop 
when the Yankees left. It took 
several years after the 1863 
raid for Mt. Hope to fl ourish 
once more, but it did.

Shortly after Mt. Hope was 
settled, schools were estab-
lished. Since children had no 
way of transportation other 
than walking, one room log 
buildings were built close to 
the settlements around the 
town. Records show that as 
many as twelve little schools 
operated at one time or the 
other. They were gradually 
combined to form what is 
now Mt. Hope School.

C. C. Smith School was 
the last of the small schools 
to close and become a part of 
the Mt. Hope School. Mr. Co-
lumbus C. Smith was largely 
responsible for the founding 
of that school and left a large 

block of land to be used to 
support the school. He also 
stipulated that the income 
from it would always go to 
the Mt. Hope School District 
if the little school closed.

There were many promi-
nent people in and around 
Mt. Hope around 1900. One 
of the famous men from Mt. 
Hope was Lt. Governor R.M. 
Cunningham. He was serving 
a term as Governor when the 
sitting governor of Alabama 
died. He served as governor 
until a new one was elected, 
then fi nished out his term as 
Alabama’s fi rst Lt. Governor. 

Another local person who 
became well known was 
Mary Wasson Harris Cagle. 
She became a widely known 
preacher and was the co-
founder of the Church of the 
Nazarene.

Top photo shows a 

busy time as farmers 

bring cotton to one of 

the Mt. Hope gins.

Photo to left, is Jerry 

Sibley proudly show-

ing off his hot rod.

By Jerry Sibley

Contributing Writer

Mt. Hope became quite 
a bustling town after the de-
pression of the thirties and 
early forties. There were sev-
eral businesses established 
with cotton being the main 
income producer. Many times 
the streets of the little town 
were crowded with people 
who came to obtain their sup-
plies for the next week.

During the fall you could 
hear the two cotton gins hum-
ming for miles around. It was 
not uncommon for the two 
gins to gin 10,000 bales each 
fall. The local barber shop 
would stay open from seven 
in the morning until eleven 
at night many times. People 

brought their logs from miles 
away to be sawn at the local 
sawmill.

Things began to change 
around 1960. People started 
to obtain jobs away from Mt. 
Hope and soon their cotton 
patches became pastures for 
Holstein, Angus and Here-
ford cattle. As cotton acreage 
decreased, so did the need for 
cotton gins. There are no cot-
ton gins in operation in Mt. 
Hope at the present time.

It is entirely possible the 
reputation of people from 
Mt. Hope as being good hard 
working, honest and upright 
people hinges on the fact 
that there are no less than 14 
churches that serve the com-
munity. The local people take 
their religion seriously and 

practice it daily.
Mt. Hope School is the 

glue that holds the commu-
nity together. The people 
have a great amount of pride 
in the school. Sometimes 
families get crossed up with 
each other but when the bus 
runs, everyone is on the same 
page. Over the years and until 
this day when a need arises at 
school, all come together to 
meet that need.

The community is start-
ing to experience an infl ux of 
people from other states. We 
have children who are in the 
school for the fi rst time this 
year from Georgia, Florida, 
and Mississippi. Without ex-

Mt. Hopes once 
bustling little town
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